VESSEL CASUALTY No. 9 of 2017
Vessel Destination: EUROPE
“MOON STEP” - IMO:9177399 – Flag: Belize – Type: General Cargo Ship
The “Moon Step” sailed on from Istanbul on March 11th, to Eemshaven ETA March 24th
 loaded with Cereals. While en route, the cargo ship lost its steering off Andros island, in the Aegean Sea, under unclear circumstances and went adrift. Vernicos Tugs & Salvage deployed two tugs to take the ship in tow. On March 15 she was towed to Piraeus in good weather conditions with winds up to 4 Beaufort, and dropped anchor off Kicilkaterci.

 
“ICE STAR” - IMO:9428229 – Flag: Antigua and Barbuda – Type: Container Ship
Coming from Aarhus, where she had sailed on March 11, 2017, the "Ice Star" suffered a collapse of containers on the main deck directly in front of the accomodation block. The ship emtered the port of Torshavn, Faroes, on March 15 at 3.15 a.m. where the damaged boxes were taken off.
 
“SKAGERN” - IMO:9197791 – Flag: Netherlands – Type: General Cargo Ship
The "Skagern" was refloated on the Göta Älv on March 14 and towed to Trollhättan where the hull was now being investigated. The ship had been loaded with paper and sawn timber in Kristinehamn and was heading for Hull when it ran hard aground with the bow one week ago. On March 14, 120 tonnes of the cargo were lightered by a mobile crane onto a barge which had been moored alongside the casualty.
 
“RIGA” - IMO:9141376 – Flag: Malta – Type: General Cargo Ship
On March 19, the "Riga", underway with a cargo of ore from Dunkerque to Caen suffered engine damage off Fécamp and went adrift about 27 kilometers off the coast. The crew of the "Riga" was not able to restore the power and decided to drop anchor. At 9 p.m. an emergency was declared. Given the bad weather conditions with strong wind, the Maritime Operations Center of the Maritime Préfecture of the Channel and the North Sea (Premar) decided to deploy the emergeny tug "Abeille The convoy headed to Caen. The "Riga" berthed at Blainville-sur-Orne in Caen-Ouistreham around 5.30 p.m.

VESSEL DESTINATION – ASIA
“NORDIC BARENTS” -  IMO:9079169 – Flag: Panama – Type: Bulk Carrier
On March 15,the "Nordic Barents" en route from Port Dickson to Murmansk was in collision with the nuclear icebreaker "Vaygach" while under ice escort in the Kara Sea. The freighter’s bow struck the icebreaker’s wooden fender. The icebreaker did not suffer damages, while the bulk carrier sustained a hull dent without breaches. The convoy kept navigating through the ice
VESSEL DESTINATION – AFRICA

“BBC SHANGHAI” - IMO:9224623 – Flag: Antigua and Barbuda – Type: General Cargo Ship
The "BBC Shanghai" suffered engine failure on Mar 15, 2017, about 90 miles northeast of East London, while en route from Durban to Lagos. She went adrift 35 kilometers off Mazeppa Bay in an unusualy cyclone affected south swell. The "BBC Shanghai" was then 16 miles off Mbashe Point. The casualty was taken in tow about 9 p.m.
***
