VESSEL CASUALTY No. 4 of 2017
Vessel Destination: EUROPE
“ALSTERSTERN” - IMO:9053220 – Flag: Marshall Island – Type: Tanker 
On February 1, the “Alsterstern” en route from Las Palmas to Lituania, suffered engine damage and went adrift 70 miles off the Ons islöands. The "Don Inda" of Sasemar was mobilized from the port of Corcubión by Salvamento Maritomo to assist the vessel. The offshore tug "Ría de Vigo" was called from El Ferrol and took the tanker in tow in poor weather with heavy rain falls to Vigo.
 
“LESATH” - Callsign:DG3557 – Flag: Germany – Type: General Cargo Ship
On February 2 the "Lesath" allided with the middle section of the Kattwyk Bridge spanning the Southern Elbe in Hamburg-Moorburg. The wheelhouse was damaged but the bridge remained undamaged. The barge loaded with coal, was detained after the accident when she berthed in Finkenriek.  
 
“TONNY” - IMO:5262263 – Flag: Antigua and Barbuda – Type: Tanker 
On February 4, the "Tonny", coming from Sortland, ran aground on Brottøy north of Raftsundet .The lifeboat "Sundt Flyer" and the tug "NSO Crusader" were called to assist and undertook several attempts to tow the ship off. Finally it dislodged with the rising tide. It had suffered a hole in the bow but the water ingress was under control.
 
“HELUAN” -  IMO:9358905  - Flag: Liberia – Type: Container Ship
On February 5, the "Heluan", en route from Bremerhaven to Norrköping, allided with pilings at Königsförde while transiting the Kiel Canal eastbound. The stern which hit against the poles suffered slight damage. After investigations it berthed in the locks in Kiel-Holtenau and entered the waters of the Baltic Sea, ETA Norrköping, February 7. 

VESSEL DESTINATION – ASIA
“ELBSAILOR” - IMO:9448695 – Flag: Antigua and Barbuda – Type: Container Ship
On January 31, the "Elbsailor", en route from Hamburg, to St. Petersburg suffered an engine failure and threatened to run into the embankment close to the ferry pt. Schacht-Audorf during the Eastbound transit of the Kiel Canal. After an emergency anchoring it blocked the canal as no other ships could pass in the narrow fairway at the accident site. The tugs "Stein" and "Holtenau", called from Kiel managed to pull the ship out of the fairway. In the afternoon the ship resumed the voyage with the "Holtenau" as stern tug and reached Kiel.

 
“ABBAY” - IMO:8303018 – Flag: Ethiopia – Type: General Cargo Ship 
On February 3, a storm beached five cargo vessels, including the “Abbay”, in Sharjah and Umm Al Quwain. Waves were reported to be as high as eight metres near the shore, which forced the five vessels to run aground on Sharjah’s Hamriya shore, Al Hira beach and Umm Al Quwain shore. Three vessels ran aground in Al Hamriya, one vessel at Al Hira beach and one vessel in Umm Al Quwain. The five vessels are still floating and it will take some time until they be removed, as the sea is still rough and it may affect the removal.
***
